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Gravitational waves and Black Holes
are key predictions of General Relativity 
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Current and future sensitivities



Black Holes

• Astrophysical BHs forms from the gravitational collapse of a star. We 
know they exist. Their mass must be  above the Chandrasekhar limit, 

• PBHs are formed in the early universe. Their mass can be small and 
they can still be around as long as they do not evaporate within the age 
of the universe
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Key Questions on PBHs in the GW era

• Do (will) PBHs contribute to current  (future) GW 
signals?

• What are the smoking-gun signals of PBHs and 
how to distinguish them from astrophysical 
sources?

• Can PBHs account for all the dark matter in the 
universe?



PBHs
Primordial black holes can compose 
all the dark matter (or a fraction of it) 

10-18 10-15 10-12 10-9 10-6 10-3 100 103
10-6

10-5

10-4

10-3

10-2

10-1

100
1015 1018 1021 1024 1027 1030 1033 1036

E
G

γ-
bk
g

HSC

EROS/MACHO

OGLE

SNe

C
M
B

U
FD

fPBH = ⌦PBH/⌦DM
<latexit sha1_base64="2f/nUrk4ALGs+j4RlZxdcNAfRXo=">AAACNnicbVDLSgMxFM34tr6qLt0Ei+CqzoigG0HUhRuxgn1AW0omvVODSWZI7ohlmK9y43e4c+NCEbd+gulj4aMHLvdwzr0k94SJFBZ9/8Wbmp6ZnZtfWCwsLa+srhXXN2o2Tg2HKo9lbBohsyCFhioKlNBIDDAVSqiHd2cDv34PxopY32A/gbZiPS0iwRk6qVO8jDpZC+EBjXJd6D6tnF7k+XHrSkGPTfT2Jnvnl3neKZb8sj8E/U+CMSmRMSqd4nOrG/NUgUYumbXNwE+wnTGDgkvIC63UQsL4HetB01HNFNh2Njw7pztO6dIoNq400qH6cyNjytq+Ct2kYnhr/3oDcZLXTDE6amdCJymC5qOHolRSjOkgQ9oVBjjKviOMG+H+SvktM4yjS7rgQgj+nvyf1PbLgV8Org9KJ6fjOBbIFtkmuyQgh+SEXJAKqRJOHskLeSPv3pP36n14n6PRKW+8s0l+wfv6Bi/Arfs=</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="2f/nUrk4ALGs+j4RlZxdcNAfRXo=">AAACNnicbVDLSgMxFM34tr6qLt0Ei+CqzoigG0HUhRuxgn1AW0omvVODSWZI7ohlmK9y43e4c+NCEbd+gulj4aMHLvdwzr0k94SJFBZ9/8Wbmp6ZnZtfWCwsLa+srhXXN2o2Tg2HKo9lbBohsyCFhioKlNBIDDAVSqiHd2cDv34PxopY32A/gbZiPS0iwRk6qVO8jDpZC+EBjXJd6D6tnF7k+XHrSkGPTfT2Jnvnl3neKZb8sj8E/U+CMSmRMSqd4nOrG/NUgUYumbXNwE+wnTGDgkvIC63UQsL4HetB01HNFNh2Njw7pztO6dIoNq400qH6cyNjytq+Ct2kYnhr/3oDcZLXTDE6amdCJymC5qOHolRSjOkgQ9oVBjjKviOMG+H+SvktM4yjS7rgQgj+nvyf1PbLgV8Org9KJ6fjOBbIFtkmuyQgh+SEXJAKqRJOHskLeSPv3pP36n14n6PRKW+8s0l+wfv6Bi/Arfs=</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="2f/nUrk4ALGs+j4RlZxdcNAfRXo=">AAACNnicbVDLSgMxFM34tr6qLt0Ei+CqzoigG0HUhRuxgn1AW0omvVODSWZI7ohlmK9y43e4c+NCEbd+gulj4aMHLvdwzr0k94SJFBZ9/8Wbmp6ZnZtfWCwsLa+srhXXN2o2Tg2HKo9lbBohsyCFhioKlNBIDDAVSqiHd2cDv34PxopY32A/gbZiPS0iwRk6qVO8jDpZC+EBjXJd6D6tnF7k+XHrSkGPTfT2Jnvnl3neKZb8sj8E/U+CMSmRMSqd4nOrG/NUgUYumbXNwE+wnTGDgkvIC63UQsL4HetB01HNFNh2Njw7pztO6dIoNq400qH6cyNjytq+Ct2kYnhr/3oDcZLXTDE6amdCJymC5qOHolRSjOkgQ9oVBjjKviOMG+H+SvktM4yjS7rgQgj+nvyf1PbLgV8Org9KJ6fjOBbIFtkmuyQgh+SEXJAKqRJOHskLeSPv3pP36n14n6PRKW+8s0l+wfv6Bi/Arfs=</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="2f/nUrk4ALGs+j4RlZxdcNAfRXo=">AAACNnicbVDLSgMxFM34tr6qLt0Ei+CqzoigG0HUhRuxgn1AW0omvVODSWZI7ohlmK9y43e4c+NCEbd+gulj4aMHLvdwzr0k94SJFBZ9/8Wbmp6ZnZtfWCwsLa+srhXXN2o2Tg2HKo9lbBohsyCFhioKlNBIDDAVSqiHd2cDv34PxopY32A/gbZiPS0iwRk6qVO8jDpZC+EBjXJd6D6tnF7k+XHrSkGPTfT2Jnvnl3neKZb8sj8E/U+CMSmRMSqd4nOrG/NUgUYumbXNwE+wnTGDgkvIC63UQsL4HetB01HNFNh2Njw7pztO6dIoNq400qH6cyNjytq+Ct2kYnhr/3oDcZLXTDE6amdCJymC5qOHolRSjOkgQ9oVBjjKviOMG+H+SvktM4yjS7rgQgj+nvyf1PbLgV8Org9KJ6fjOBbIFtkmuyQgh+SEXJAKqRJOHskLeSPv3pP36n14n6PRKW+8s0l+wfv6Bi/Arfs=</latexit>



PBHs may be  originated from peaks of the  
density perturbations generated in the early universe
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Where the PBHs may come from?
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Where the PBHs may come from?
PBHs may be  originated from peaks of the  

density perturbations generated in the early universe

PBHs are rare events, tail of the distribution 

One possible mechanism: large fluctuations from inflation 
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Ultra-slow-roll during inflation
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Musco et al.  (2021) 

The PBH threshold is NOT a universal number, 
it does depend on the shape of the curvature perturbation

LogNormal

Gaussian





Properties of PBHs at formation



PBHs are not clustered at formation
in the absence of small-large scale correlation

Horizons 

with Desjaques  (2018) 
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PBHs = discrete tracers 



De Luca et al.   (2022) 

Heavy PBHs from light PBHs 
in the presence of small-large scale  correlation 



• PBHs originate from peaks, that is from maxima of the 
local density contrast.

• The spin results from the action of the torques generated 
by the  gravitational tidal forces upon horizon crossing

The spin of PBHs at formation is small

  De Luca et al. (2018) 
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Shape of the density power spectrum
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The PBH mass function at formation

Mass distribution dependent on the overdensity
perturbation spectrum and statistical properties

Standard parametrisation
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Key Questions on PBHs in the GW era

• Do (will) PBHs contribute to current (future) GW 
signals?

• What are the smoking-gun evidences for PBHs and 
how to distinguish them from astrophysical 
sources?

• Can PBHs account for all the dark matter in the 
universe?
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Waveforms dependent 
on the binary event parameters
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Redshift
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Observed mergers 
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PBH evolution



For                  PBHs coexist with another DM component in the universe
<latexit sha1_base64="PgLw4wST+CWzgE1le0iQB0lpV/w="></latexit>

fPBH < 1

A DM halo builds up around the PBHs
enhancing accretion

(larger gravitational potential well)
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Bondi-Hoyle accretion from the 
surrounding baryonic fluid
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Ricotti et al. (2005)

Accretion onto isolated PBHs



Accretion on the system enhances the
 gas density around the PBH binary

Accretion on the sigle PBH modulated 
by masses and orbital velocities
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• PBH can experience accretion for 
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• The smaller PBH always experiences a larger relative accretion

Accretion onto PBH binaries

q = 1
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fixed point



Structure formation
reionization epoch

• Virialised velocities
• Higher temperatures

Strong suppression around
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Uncertainties 
in the accretion model 

accounted for by 
varying the cut-off

Hasinger (2020)

<latexit sha1_base64="6CTNIqJllocXoPpbrzjB0etIqP0="></latexit>
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Non-linear mass evolution enhances large-mass tails

PBH mass function evolution



If matter angular momentum is 
large enough, an accreting disk forms, 

leading to a spin growth 

Angular momentum transfer
between gas and PBH

<latexit sha1_base64="t3cmphXjELKddvSblv9ZjFt1fb0="></latexit>

�̇ = g(�)
Ṁ

M
by solving the geodesic model of disk accretion

PBH spin evolution

Bardeen et al.  (1972) 
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Spins pushed towards extremality

De Luca et al.   (2020) 

• Uncorrelated spin orientation
• Effective spin spreads around zero
• Accretion: low/large mass - low/large spin correlation



• Accretion hardens the binaries
• Larger masses leads to shorter mergers

• Initial spatial Poisson distribution
• Random decoupling of binary systems
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Compute probability of decoupling
and the binary initial geometry

• Semi-major axis
• Eccentricity

Merger rate

 Raidal et al  (2018) 

  De Luca et al.  (2020) 



Astrophysical populations
 Zevin et al.  (2021) 

Binary formation in galactic fields
through a Stable Mass Transfer (SMT)
or Common-Envelope (CE) phase

Binary formation in Globular Cluster (GC) 
or Nuclear Star Clusters (NCS) 
through encounters and GW captures
 

Isolated formation Dynamical  formation

 For a review, Mandel and Farmer (2018) 

Time



Population posterior distributions

 Franciolini  et al.  (2021) 

PBH not the dark matter

Moderate accretion



Key Questions on PBHs in the GW era

• Do (will) PBHs contribute to current (future) GW 
signals?

• What are the smoking-gun signals of PBHs and 
how to distinguish them from astrophysical 
sources?

• Can PBHs account for all the dark matter in the 
universe?



• Merger rate time evolution at high redshifts

• Spin of  PBHs (large spins for large masses)

• Stochastic GW background from PBHs at high 
redshifts

Smoking-gun signals of PBHs 
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z > 30

 K. Ng  et al.  (2020) 
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• The PBH population would 
imply high-redshift 
observations:   

   No astrophysical contamination     
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 V. De Luca et al.  (2021) 



 De Luca et al. (2021) 

The minimum testable PBH abundance



 Franciolini  et al.  (2021) 

Flowchart to assessPBHs



Key Questions on PBHs in the GW era

• Do (will) PBHs contribute to current (future) GW 
signals?

• What are the smoking-gun signals of  PBHs and 
how to distinguish them from astrophysical 
sources?

• Can PBHs account for all the dark matter in the 
universe?



PBHs and the stochastic  
background of GWs



The same curvature perturbations giving rise to PBHs are 
unavoidably a source for GWs at second-order in perturbation theory

Potentially observable at current and future GW observatories 

1

h
<latexit sha1_base64="qrE6eOsIHt1J6Xxc3AHlqOqFfDA="></latexit><latexit sha1_base64="qrE6eOsIHt1J6Xxc3AHlqOqFfDA="></latexit><latexit sha1_base64="qrE6eOsIHt1J6Xxc3AHlqOqFfDA="></latexit>

⇣
<latexit sha1_base64="SfLnDOjzqTLKdi095GyTzAIk/OI="></latexit><latexit sha1_base64="SfLnDOjzqTLKdi095GyTzAIk/OI="></latexit><latexit sha1_base64="SfLnDOjzqTLKdi095GyTzAIk/OI="></latexit>

⇣
<latexit sha1_base64="SfLnDOjzqTLKdi095GyTzAIk/OI="></latexit><latexit sha1_base64="SfLnDOjzqTLKdi095GyTzAIk/OI="></latexit><latexit sha1_base64="SfLnDOjzqTLKdi095GyTzAIk/OI="></latexit>

GWs from PBHs

h00
ij + 2Hh00

ij �r2hij = O(@i⇣@j⇣)
<latexit sha1_base64="f3ysFkgQLNBjy/dmGqvNrYMXt8Y="></latexit><latexit sha1_base64="f3ysFkgQLNBjy/dmGqvNrYMXt8Y="></latexit><latexit sha1_base64="f3ysFkgQLNBjy/dmGqvNrYMXt8Y="></latexit><latexit sha1_base64="f3ysFkgQLNBjy/dmGqvNrYMXt8Y="></latexit>

�⇢

⇢̄
⇠ r2

⇣

a2H2
<latexit sha1_base64="wV0C26EtO47h3UOIyFqUtwYhF68="></latexit><latexit sha1_base64="wV0C26EtO47h3UOIyFqUtwYhF68="></latexit><latexit sha1_base64="wV0C26EtO47h3UOIyFqUtwYhF68="></latexit><latexit sha1_base64="wV0C26EtO47h3UOIyFqUtwYhF68="></latexit>



Power spectrum of GWs:

At second order in comoving curvature perturbation, after averaging over 
the fast oscillating pieces
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PBHs as DM - LISA Serendipity
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Nano-Grav 12.5 year

Millisecond pulsars whose signal sensitive to the stochastic GW background

Cross-correlation of 
timing residuals
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Non-conclusive evidence for quadrupolar
Hellings-Downs (HD) correlation pattern (GW footprint)

Need to wait for more data (soon!)

Nano-Grav 12.5 year



 

Can be consistent with a PBH = DM scenario
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Conclusions

• The era of gravitational wave astronomy has begun 
opening a new window into fundamental physics 
and cosmology

• PBHs may exist and comprise the totality of the 
dark matter, future data will tell us


