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Direct DM search
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Basic goal: search for nuclear recoil from DM 
elastic scattering.

Simple dynamics: cross section ∝(form-factor)2

Spin-independent: nucleon form-factor gives 
rise to A2 enhancement due to coherence.

The dependence on q2 is also contained in the 
form-factors.

Spin-dependent: form-factor depends on 
nuclear spin. No coherence enhancement.

Dark matter (DM) Milky Way’s halo
=> flux on Earth ~ 105 cm-2s-1

ρχ ~ 0.3 GeV/cm3 and 100 GeV/c2



P. Beltrame - University of Edinburgh

S1, S2 and CES
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Liquid xenon / dual-phase time projection chamber (TPC)

(Ionisation) S2

1 μs

(Scintillation) S1
 

100 ns
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S1, S2 and CES
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Liquid xenon / dual-phase time projection chamber (TPC)
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1

L(E)
·
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• W = 13.7 eV
• g1 = Light Collection
• g2 = Extraction + Light Eff. 
• L(E) = Lindhard Factor 

Nuclear recoil enhancement of 
heat relative to electron recoils

‘Combined Energy scale’

(Ionisation) S2

1 μs

(Scintillation) S1
 

100 ns
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Nuclear vs. Electron recoil
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Combination of Scintillation (S1) and Ionisation (S2) 
event-by-event particle identification

Electron Recoil (ER) events
Nuclear Recoil (NR) events
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(a) Tritium ER Calibration
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FIG. 3. Calibrations of detector response in the 118 kg fiducial
volume. The ER (tritium, panel a) and NR (AmBe and 252Cf,
panel b) calibrations are depicted, with the means (solid line)
and ±1.28� from Gaussian fits to slices in S1 (dashed line).
This choice of band width (indicating 10% band tails) is for
presentation only. Panel a shows fits to the high statistics
tritium data, with fits to simulated NR data shown in panel
b, representing the parameterizations taken forward to the
profile likelihood analysis. The ER plot also shows the NR
band mean and vice versa. Gray contours indicate constant
energies using an S1–S2 combined energy scale (same contours
on each plot). The dot-dashed magenta line delineates the
approximate location of the minimum S2 cut.

calibrations therefore include systematic e↵ects not
applicable to the WIMP signal model, such as multiple-
scattering events (including those where scatters occur
in regions of di↵ering field) or coincident Compton
scatters from AmBe and 252Cf �-rays and (n,�) reactions.
These e↵ects produce the dispersion observed in data,
which is well modeled in our simulations (in both
band mean and width, verifying the simulated energy
resolution), and larger than that expected from WIMP
scattering. Consequently, these data cannot be used
directly to model a signal distribution. For di↵erent
WIMP masses, simulated S1 and S2 distributions are
obtained, accounting for their unique energy spectra.

The ratio of keV
ee

to nuclear recoil energy (keV
nr

)
relies on both S1 and S2, using the conservative technique
presented in [29] (Lindhard with k = 0.11). NR data
are consistent with an energy-dependent, non-monotonic
reduced light yield with respect to zero field [30] with
a minimum of 0.77 and a maximum of 0.82 in the
range 3–25 keV

nr

[23]. This is understood to stem from
additional, anti-correlated portioning into the ionization
channel.

The observed ER background in the range 0.9–
5.3 keV

ee

within the fiducial volume was 3.1 ±
0.2 mDRU

ee

averaged over the WIMP search dataset
(summarized in Table I). Backgrounds from detector
components were controlled through a material screening
program at the Soudan Low-Background Counting

TABLE I. Predicted background rates in the fiducial volume
(0.9–5.3 keVee) [31]. We show contributions from the �-
rays of detector components (including those cosmogenically
activated), the time-weighted contribution of activated
xenon, 222Rn (best estimate 0.2 mDRUee from 222Rn chain
measurements) and 85Kr. The errors shown are both
from simulation statistics and those derived from the rate
measurements of time-dependent backgrounds. 1 mDRUee is
10�3 events/keVee/kg/day.

Source Background rate, mDRUee

�-rays 1.8± 0.2stat ± 0.3sys
127Xe 0.5± 0.02stat ± 0.1sys
214Pb 0.11–0.22 (90% C. L.)
85Kr 0.13± 0.07sys

Total predicted 2.6± 0.2stat ± 0.4sys

Total observed 3.1± 0.2stat

Facility (SOLO) and the LBNL low-background counting
facility [13, 26, 32]. Krypton as a mass fraction of xenon
was reduced from 130 ppb in the purchased xenon to
4 ppt using gas charcoal chromatography [33].

Radiogenic backgrounds were extensively modeled
using LUXSim, with approximately 80% of the low-
energy �-ray background originating from the materials
in the R8778 PMTs and the rest from other construction
materials. This demonstrated consistency between the
observed �-ray energy spectra and position distribu-
tion [31], and the expectations based on the screening
results and the independent assay of the natural Kr
concentration of 3.5 ± 1 ppt (g/g) in the xenon gas [34]
where we assume an isotopic abundance of 85Kr/natKr
⇠ 2 ⇥ 10�11 [31]. Isotopes created through cosmogenic
production were also considered, including measured
levels of 60Co in Cu components. In situ measurements
determined additional intrinsic background levels in
xenon from 214Pb (from the 222Rn decay chain), and
cosmogenically-produced 127Xe (T

1/2

= 36.4 days),
129mXe (T

1/2

= 8.9 days), and 131mXe (T
1/2

=
11.9 days). The rate from 127Xe in the WIMP search
energy window is estimated to decay from 0.87 mDRU

ee

at the start of the WIMP search dataset to 0.28 mDRU
ee

at the end, with late-time background measurements
being consistent with those originating primarily from
the long-lived radioisotopes.

Neutron backgrounds in LUX were constrained by
multiple-scatter analysis, with a conservative 90% upper
C.L. placed on the number of expected neutron single
scatters with S1 between 2 and 30 phe of 0.37 in
the 85.3 live-day dataset, with simulations predicting a
considerably lower value of 0.06 events.

We observed 160 events between 2 and 30 phe (S1)
within the fiducial volume in 85.3 live-days of search
data (shown in Fig. 4), with all observed events being
consistent with the predicted background of electron
recoils. The average discrimination (with 50% NR
acceptance) for S1 from 2-30 phe is 99.6 ± 0.1%, hence
0.64 ± 0.16 events from ER leakage are expected below
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Spin-independent
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Limit on Spin-Independent WIMP-nuclei at 
6 x 10-46 cm2 at 33 GeV/c2

� ⇠ 10�2�2
Z� pb

Z exchange

10-38 cm2

� ⇠ 10�8�2
h� pb

Higgs exchange

arXiv:1512.03506
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LZ = LUX + ZEPLIN
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University of Alabama
University at Albany SUNY
Berkeley Lab (LBNL)
Brookhaven National Laboratory
University of California Berkeley
Brown University
University of California, Davis
Fermi National Accelerator Laboratory
Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory

               Counts: 31 Institutions University of Maryland
                            ≈ 200 Headcount Northwestern University
Center for Underground Physics (Korea) University of Rochester
LIP Coimbra (Portugal) University of California, Santa Barbara
MEPhI (Russia) University of South Dakota
Edinburgh University (UK) South Dakota School of Mines & Technology
University of Liverpool (UK) South Dakota Science and Technology Authority
Imperial College London (UK) SLAC National Accelerator Laboratory
University College London (UK) Texas A&M
University of Oxford (UK) Washington University
STFC Rutherford Appleton, and Daresbury,  Laboratories (UK) University of Wisconsin
University of Sheffield (UK) Yale University
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Cathode
high voltage
feedthrough

Outer
Detector
PMTs

7 tonne active LXe 
TPC PMTs: 488
Skin PMTs: (192)

Existing
water tank

Outer Detector
Gd-loaded
liquid scintillator

LXe heat
exchanger

The detector
LUX-ZEPLIN (LZ): 
Generation-2 flagship experiment 
for Direct Detection in US and UK,
7 tonnes of active LXe target
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(LUX): 
world leading Generation-1 
experiment, Sanford 
Underground Research 
Facility (SURF), 
250 kg of active LXe target

arXiv:1509.02910
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LZ timeline
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Year Month Activity
2012 March LZ (LUX-ZEPLIN) collaboration formed

September DOE CD-0 for G2 dark matter experiments
2013 November LZ R&D report submitted
2014 July LZ Project selected in US and UK

2015 April DOE CD-1/3a approval, similar in UK 
Begin long-lead procurements (Xe, PMT, cryostat)

2016 April DOE CD-2/3b review
2017 February LUX removed from underground
2017 July Begin surface assembly prep @ SURF
2018 May Begin underground installation
2019 April Begin commissioning
2021 Q3FY21 CD-4 milestone (early finish July 2019)
2025

+
Planning on ~5 year of operations
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Projected sensitivity
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(arXiv:1509.02910)

Simulated LZ experiment  (1000 days, 5.6 tonnes fiducial)

Baseline 
σSI = 2.2 x 10-48 cm2

B-8 = 7 
ATM ν = 0.4

Goal 
σSI = 1.2 x 10-48 cm2

B-8 = 220 
ATM ν = 3
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Projected sensitivity
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(arXiv:1509.02910)

Simulated LZ experiment  (1000 days, 5.6 tonnes fiducial)

Baseline 
σSI = 2.2 x 10-48 cm2

B-8 = 7 
ATM ν = 0.4

Goal 
σSI = 1.2 x 10-48 cm2

B-8 = 220 
ATM ν = 3

New sensitivity study performed with 
updated low E LXe response and with
PLR instead of Feldman-Cousins
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Direct detection timeline
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LZ  2×10-48 cm2

(XENON nT)

LXe, w/discrim.

ZEPLIN-III

DEAP

⬥
Darkside

SCDMS

XENON 1T

Ge, NaI no discrimination

Ge, w/discrim.

LUX

CDMS



Axion with DM direct 
search experiment
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Theory

Invisible axion could be the 
QCD axion solving the CP 
violation problem

Axion-Like Particle, 
introduced by several 
extension of the SM, are 
good Dark Matter 
candidates

14

Experimental 
detection with 

xenon
Axions and axion-like particles 
can couple with electron (gAe)

Sources: 
- Solar Axion from Sun 
- Axion-Like particle slowly 

moving within our galaxy



P. Beltrame - University of Edinburgh

Axio-electric effect 
• Axion-Like particles
• Experimentally detectable in the Xe exploiting the 

axion-electric effect (proportional to the photo-
electric effect)

15

2

duced via Bremsstrahlung, Compton scattering, axio-
recombination and axio-deexcitation [10] (referred to as
solar axions). Additionally, searches can be conducted for
ALPs that may have been generated via a non-thermal
production mechanism in the early universe and which
now constitute the dark matter in our galaxy (referred
to as galactic ALPs).

Axions and ALPs may give rise to observable signa-
tures in detectors through their coupling to photons
(g

A�

), electrons (g
Ae

) and nuclei (g
AN

). The coupling
g
Ae

may be tested via scattering o↵ the electron of
a target, such as liquid xenon (LXe), through the
axio-electric e↵ect [11–15]. This process is the analogue
of the photo-electric e↵ect with the absorption of an
axion instead of a photon.

We report on the first axion searches performed with
the XENON100 detector. The expected interaction rate
is obtained by the convolution of the flux and the axio-
electric cross section. The latter is given, both for QCD
axions and ALPs, by

�
Ae

= �
pe

(E
A

)
g
Ae

2

�
A

3E
A

2

16⇡ ↵
em

m
e

2

 
1� �2/3

A

3

!
, (1)

as described in [12–16]. In Eq. 1, �
pe

is the photoelectric
cross section for LXe [17], E

A

is the axion energy, ↵
em

is
the fine structure constant, m

e

is the electron mass, and
�
A

is the axion velocity over the speed of light, c.

The solar axion flux has recently been recalculated
in [10]. This incorporates four production mechanisms
that depend upon g

Ae

: Bremsstrahlung, Compton scat-
tering, atomic recombination, and atomic deexcitation.
The corresponding flux is 30% larger than previous es-
timates due to atomic recombination and deexcitation,
which were not previously taken into account. However,
[10] does not include corrections for axions with a mass
larger than 1 keV/c2, which constitutes an upper mass
limit for our analysis. For solar axions, both flux and
cross-section depend upon g2

Ae

, thus the interaction rate
scales with the fourth power of the axion-electron cou-
pling.

For non-relativistic ALPs in the galaxy, assuming
that they constitute the whole dark matter halo density
(⇢

DM

⇠ 0.3 GeV/cm3 [18]), the total flux is given by
�ALP = c�

A

⇥ ⇢
DM

/m
A

, where m
A

is the ALP mass.
The interaction rate for these ALPs depends on g2

Ae

,
as the flux is independent from the axion coupling. As
�
A

⇡ 10�3 in the non-relativistic regime, the velocities
cancel out in the convolution between �

Ae

and the flux.
Thus the expected electron recoil spectrum is indepen-
dent from the particle speed. As the kinetic energy of
the ALPs is negligible with respect to their rest mass en-
ergy, a monoenergetic peak at the axion mass is expected
in the spectrum.

II. ANALYSIS

A. XENON100

The XENON100 detector is a double-phase time pro-
jection chamber with a LXe target operating at the Lab-
oratori Nazionali del Gran Sasso (LNGS) in Italy. A
total of 178 low radioactivity, UV-sensitive photomulti-
plier tubes (PMTs) measure signals induced by particles
interacting in the sensitive volume, which contains 62 kg
of ultra-pure LXe. An energy deposition in the detector
produces both scintillation photons and ionization elec-
trons. The electrons, moved from the interaction point
by a drift field of 530 V/cm, are extracted from the liquid
and accelerated in the gas by a 12 kV/cm field, producing
proportional scintillation light. The direct scintillation
signal (S1) and the amplified charge signal (S2) are de-
tected by the PMTs. The time di↵erence between the S1
and the S2 signals is used to estimate the z-coordinate of
the interaction, while the S2-hit-pattern on the PMTs is
employed to estimate the (x , y) - coordinate. A detailed
description of the instrument and its operational princi-
ple is given in [19].
The XENON100 detector is installed at LNGS, at an

average depth of 3600m water equivalent, where the
muon flux is suppressed by six orders of magnitude with
respect to sea level. Due to a careful selection of materi-
als, the total background in the inner 34 kg fiducial vol-
ume is 5.3⇥ 10�3 events/(keV ⇥ kg ⇥ day) [20, 21]. This
ultra low background makes XENON100 sensitive to rare
event searches in general, and in particular for those pro-
ducing electronic recoils (ER), as is the case for axions.

B. Data sample and analysis

In this work, we analyse the same data set used for the
spin-independent [20] and spin-dependent [22] WIMP-
searches, with an exposure of 224.6 live days and 34 kg
fiducial mass. Detailed information on the analysis pro-
cedure is available in [23]. The same quality and selection
cuts are applied, with the exception of a consistency cut
on the S2 width, which was found to be not useful for
this ER analysis.
Fig.1 (top) shows the distribution in the log10(S2b/S1)

vs.S1 for calibration data (grey dots), and the science
data passing all the selection cuts (black dots), where
only the S2 signal detected by the bottom PMTs, S2

b

, is
used since it requires smaller corrections [19]. The cali-
bration data is obtained by exposing the detector to 60Co
and 232Th sources. The mean of the log10(S2b/S1) band
from the calibration is subtracted in order to remove the
energy-dependence of this parameter. The lower energy
threshold was set to 3 photoelectrons (PE) in S1 in order
to limit the presence of random coincidences from dark
counts in the PMTs. In addition, a lower threshold of
150 PE in S2 has been imposed to be una↵ected by the
trigger threshold [23]. In order to reject ER events with

DM axions search by Axio-Electric effect 
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A.V. Derbin et al., JETP Lett., 95, 379 (2012)  
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Axio-electric effect (solar)
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J. Redondo, JCAP12 (2013) 008 

Solar flux 
(gAe = 1 x 10-10)

photo-electric 
cross section 

for xenon

Production from Sun Detection within the detector

Valid up to 1 keV
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duced via Bremsstrahlung, Compton scattering, axio-
recombination and axio-deexcitation [10] (referred to as
solar axions). Additionally, searches can be conducted for
ALPs that may have been generated via a non-thermal
production mechanism in the early universe and which
now constitute the dark matter in our galaxy (referred
to as galactic ALPs).
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a target, such as liquid xenon (LXe), through the
axio-electric e↵ect [11–15]. This process is the analogue
of the photo-electric e↵ect with the absorption of an
axion instead of a photon.

We report on the first axion searches performed with
the XENON100 detector. The expected interaction rate
is obtained by the convolution of the flux and the axio-
electric cross section. The latter is given, both for QCD
axions and ALPs, by

�
Ae

= �
pe

(E
A

)
g
Ae

2

�
A

3E
A

2

16⇡ ↵
em

m
e

2

 
1� �2/3

A

3

!
, (1)

as described in [12–16]. In Eq. 1, �
pe

is the photoelectric
cross section for LXe [17], E
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is the axion energy, ↵
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the fine structure constant, m
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is the electron mass, and
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is the axion velocity over the speed of light, c.

The solar axion flux has recently been recalculated
in [10]. This incorporates four production mechanisms
that depend upon g

Ae

: Bremsstrahlung, Compton scat-
tering, atomic recombination, and atomic deexcitation.
The corresponding flux is 30% larger than previous es-
timates due to atomic recombination and deexcitation,
which were not previously taken into account. However,
[10] does not include corrections for axions with a mass
larger than 1 keV/c2, which constitutes an upper mass
limit for our analysis. For solar axions, both flux and
cross-section depend upon g2

Ae

, thus the interaction rate
scales with the fourth power of the axion-electron cou-
pling.

For non-relativistic ALPs in the galaxy, assuming
that they constitute the whole dark matter halo density
(⇢

DM

⇠ 0.3 GeV/cm3 [18]), the total flux is given by
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as the flux is independent from the axion coupling. As
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⇡ 10�3 in the non-relativistic regime, the velocities
cancel out in the convolution between �
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and the flux.
Thus the expected electron recoil spectrum is indepen-
dent from the particle speed. As the kinetic energy of
the ALPs is negligible with respect to their rest mass en-
ergy, a monoenergetic peak at the axion mass is expected
in the spectrum.

II. ANALYSIS

A. XENON100

The XENON100 detector is a double-phase time pro-
jection chamber with a LXe target operating at the Lab-
oratori Nazionali del Gran Sasso (LNGS) in Italy. A
total of 178 low radioactivity, UV-sensitive photomulti-
plier tubes (PMTs) measure signals induced by particles
interacting in the sensitive volume, which contains 62 kg
of ultra-pure LXe. An energy deposition in the detector
produces both scintillation photons and ionization elec-
trons. The electrons, moved from the interaction point
by a drift field of 530 V/cm, are extracted from the liquid
and accelerated in the gas by a 12 kV/cm field, producing
proportional scintillation light. The direct scintillation
signal (S1) and the amplified charge signal (S2) are de-
tected by the PMTs. The time di↵erence between the S1
and the S2 signals is used to estimate the z-coordinate of
the interaction, while the S2-hit-pattern on the PMTs is
employed to estimate the (x , y) - coordinate. A detailed
description of the instrument and its operational princi-
ple is given in [19].
The XENON100 detector is installed at LNGS, at an

average depth of 3600m water equivalent, where the
muon flux is suppressed by six orders of magnitude with
respect to sea level. Due to a careful selection of materi-
als, the total background in the inner 34 kg fiducial vol-
ume is 5.3⇥ 10�3 events/(keV ⇥ kg ⇥ day) [20, 21]. This
ultra low background makes XENON100 sensitive to rare
event searches in general, and in particular for those pro-
ducing electronic recoils (ER), as is the case for axions.

B. Data sample and analysis

In this work, we analyse the same data set used for the
spin-independent [20] and spin-dependent [22] WIMP-
searches, with an exposure of 224.6 live days and 34 kg
fiducial mass. Detailed information on the analysis pro-
cedure is available in [23]. The same quality and selection
cuts are applied, with the exception of a consistency cut
on the S2 width, which was found to be not useful for
this ER analysis.
Fig.1 (top) shows the distribution in the log10(S2b/S1)

vs.S1 for calibration data (grey dots), and the science
data passing all the selection cuts (black dots), where
only the S2 signal detected by the bottom PMTs, S2
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, is
used since it requires smaller corrections [19]. The cali-
bration data is obtained by exposing the detector to 60Co
and 232Th sources. The mean of the log10(S2b/S1) band
from the calibration is subtracted in order to remove the
energy-dependence of this parameter. The lower energy
threshold was set to 3 photoelectrons (PE) in S1 in order
to limit the presence of random coincidences from dark
counts in the PMTs. In addition, a lower threshold of
150 PE in S2 has been imposed to be una↵ected by the
trigger threshold [23]. In order to reject ER events with
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A.V. Derbin et al., JETP Lett., 95, 379 (2012)  
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Astroparticle Physics 44 (2013) 59–67
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Solar Axion
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duced via Bremsstrahlung, Compton scattering, axio-
recombination and axio-deexcitation [10] (referred to as
solar axions). Additionally, searches can be conducted for
ALPs that may have been generated via a non-thermal
production mechanism in the early universe and which
now constitute the dark matter in our galaxy (referred
to as galactic ALPs).

Axions and ALPs may give rise to observable signa-
tures in detectors through their coupling to photons
(g

A�

), electrons (g
Ae

) and nuclei (g
AN

). The coupling
g
Ae

may be tested via scattering o↵ the electron of
a target, such as liquid xenon (LXe), through the
axio-electric e↵ect [11–15]. This process is the analogue
of the photo-electric e↵ect with the absorption of an
axion instead of a photon.

We report on the first axion searches performed with
the XENON100 detector. The expected interaction rate
is obtained by the convolution of the flux and the axio-
electric cross section. The latter is given, both for QCD
axions and ALPs, by

�
Ae

= �
pe

(E
A

)
g
Ae

2

�
A

3E
A

2

16⇡ ↵
em

m
e

2

 
1� �2/3

A

3

!
, (1)

as described in [12–16]. In Eq. 1, �
pe

is the photoelectric
cross section for LXe [17], E

A

is the axion energy, ↵
em

is
the fine structure constant, m

e

is the electron mass, and
�
A

is the axion velocity over the speed of light, c.

The solar axion flux has recently been recalculated
in [10]. This incorporates four production mechanisms
that depend upon g

Ae

: Bremsstrahlung, Compton scat-
tering, atomic recombination, and atomic deexcitation.
The corresponding flux is 30% larger than previous es-
timates due to atomic recombination and deexcitation,
which were not previously taken into account. However,
[10] does not include corrections for axions with a mass
larger than 1 keV/c2, which constitutes an upper mass
limit for our analysis. For solar axions, both flux and
cross-section depend upon g2

Ae

, thus the interaction rate
scales with the fourth power of the axion-electron cou-
pling.

For non-relativistic ALPs in the galaxy, assuming
that they constitute the whole dark matter halo density
(⇢

DM

⇠ 0.3 GeV/cm3 [18]), the total flux is given by
�ALP = c�

A

⇥ ⇢
DM

/m
A

, where m
A

is the ALP mass.
The interaction rate for these ALPs depends on g2

Ae

,
as the flux is independent from the axion coupling. As
�
A

⇡ 10�3 in the non-relativistic regime, the velocities
cancel out in the convolution between �

Ae

and the flux.
Thus the expected electron recoil spectrum is indepen-
dent from the particle speed. As the kinetic energy of
the ALPs is negligible with respect to their rest mass en-
ergy, a monoenergetic peak at the axion mass is expected
in the spectrum.

II. ANALYSIS

A. XENON100

The XENON100 detector is a double-phase time pro-
jection chamber with a LXe target operating at the Lab-
oratori Nazionali del Gran Sasso (LNGS) in Italy. A
total of 178 low radioactivity, UV-sensitive photomulti-
plier tubes (PMTs) measure signals induced by particles
interacting in the sensitive volume, which contains 62 kg
of ultra-pure LXe. An energy deposition in the detector
produces both scintillation photons and ionization elec-
trons. The electrons, moved from the interaction point
by a drift field of 530 V/cm, are extracted from the liquid
and accelerated in the gas by a 12 kV/cm field, producing
proportional scintillation light. The direct scintillation
signal (S1) and the amplified charge signal (S2) are de-
tected by the PMTs. The time di↵erence between the S1
and the S2 signals is used to estimate the z-coordinate of
the interaction, while the S2-hit-pattern on the PMTs is
employed to estimate the (x , y) - coordinate. A detailed
description of the instrument and its operational princi-
ple is given in [19].
The XENON100 detector is installed at LNGS, at an

average depth of 3600m water equivalent, where the
muon flux is suppressed by six orders of magnitude with
respect to sea level. Due to a careful selection of materi-
als, the total background in the inner 34 kg fiducial vol-
ume is 5.3⇥ 10�3 events/(keV ⇥ kg ⇥ day) [20, 21]. This
ultra low background makes XENON100 sensitive to rare
event searches in general, and in particular for those pro-
ducing electronic recoils (ER), as is the case for axions.

B. Data sample and analysis

In this work, we analyse the same data set used for the
spin-independent [20] and spin-dependent [22] WIMP-
searches, with an exposure of 224.6 live days and 34 kg
fiducial mass. Detailed information on the analysis pro-
cedure is available in [23]. The same quality and selection
cuts are applied, with the exception of a consistency cut
on the S2 width, which was found to be not useful for
this ER analysis.
Fig.1 (top) shows the distribution in the log10(S2b/S1)

vs.S1 for calibration data (grey dots), and the science
data passing all the selection cuts (black dots), where
only the S2 signal detected by the bottom PMTs, S2

b

, is
used since it requires smaller corrections [19]. The cali-
bration data is obtained by exposing the detector to 60Co
and 232Th sources. The mean of the log10(S2b/S1) band
from the calibration is subtracted in order to remove the
energy-dependence of this parameter. The lower energy
threshold was set to 3 photoelectrons (PE) in S1 in order
to limit the presence of random coincidences from dark
counts in the PMTs. In addition, a lower threshold of
150 PE in S2 has been imposed to be una↵ected by the
trigger threshold [23]. In order to reject ER events with
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Summary

• Dual-phase Xe DM direct detector are suitable for 
axion searches

• Proven by XENON100 (E. Aprile et al. 
(XENON100), Phys. Rev. D90 (2014), 062009)

• Sensitivity to gAe

• Issue: signal sitting exactly where the dominant 
background is (ER events)
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