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Why is the top so interesting?
◦ Heaviest fundamental particle

◦ Short lifetime: Decays before forming bound states
◦ Directly measure top properties from decays
◦ Top quark predominantly produced through QCD interactions
◦ Dominant decays through weak interactions

◦ Large coupling to Higgs 
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The top is a window into EWSB
◦ Longitudinal W’s ⬌ Goldstones

◦ Longitudinal gauge interactions with top are enhanced
◦ Higher dimension interactions can give effects growing with energy
◦ Tails of top distributions are sensitive to new physics effects
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Deep connection 
between Higgs and top
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Status: May 2020

ATLAS Preliminary

Run 1,2
p
s = 7,8,13 TeV

Theory

LHC pp
p
s = 13 TeV

Data 3.2 � 79.8 fb
�1

LHC pp
p
s = 8 TeV

Data 20.2 � 20.3 fb
�1

LHC pp
p
s = 7 TeV

Data 4.5 � 4.6 fb
�1

Standard Model Total Production Cross Section Measurements

Why is the top so interesting?
◦ Huge statistics
◦ Many precision measurements and calculations: 
◦ production
◦ measure Yt

◦ test EWSB

◦ Precision QCD/EW  calculations tested and SM 
parameters extracted
◦ as, Mt, Gt, gluon PDFs, Vtb….

◦ Large background to SM measurements (in particular 
Higgs production)

◦ Tool for new physics studies and to precisely verify 
consistency of SM
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p

s = 13 TeV May 2020CMS

�meas. ± (stat.) ± (syst.)
stat.total

�theo.(tt̄Z) = 0.86 +0.07
�0.08(scale) ± 0.02(PDF) pb

mtop = 172.5 GeV
NLO(QCD+EW)+NNLL, PDF4LHC15 nlo 30
Eur. Phys. J. C 80 (2020) 428

�theo.(tt̄W) = 0.59 +0.15
�0.10(scale) ± 0.01(PDF) pb

mtop = 172.5 GeV
NLO(QCD+EW)+NNLL, PDF4LHC15 nlo 30
Eur. Phys. J. C 80 (2020) 428

tt̄Z, Lint = 78 fb�1

JHEP 03 (2020) 0560.95 ± 0.05 ± 0.06 pb

tt̄Z, Lint = 36 fb�1

JHEP 08 (2018) 011
0.99 +0.09

�0.08
+0.12
�0.10 pb

tt̄W, Lint = 36 fb�1

JHEP 08 (2018) 011
0.77 +0.12

�0.11
+0.13
�0.12 pb

tt, t, tt�
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The top mass determines the fate of the 
universe and constrains new physics
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1307.3536 NNLO top 
calculations 
sensitive to 
DMt ~ 1 GeV

PDG, 2020

https://arxiv.org/pdf/1307.3536.pdf
https://pdg.lbl.gov/2020/reviews/rpp2020-rev-standard-model.pdf


The top is heavy
◦ Top coupling to Higgs is O(1)

◦ Motivates connection between Higgs mass and top quark interactions at the 
TeV scale
◦ Many possibilities for top partners that would cancel SM top contributions to 

Higgs mass

HH

t
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New physics from top
◦ Directly: Probe on-shell new physics with direct searches

◦ Indirectly: Probing the effect of new physics on SM observables through 
precision physics

Precision 
calculations and 
measurements of 
SM top properties

EFT Fits
Search for new 
resonances

Progress in all three areas
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Top and precision measurements
◦ Top quark pair production
◦ NNLO : STRIPPER [Czakon, Heymes, Mitov,’15], qT subtraction [Catani, Devoto, 

Grazzini, Kallweit, Mazzitelli, ‘19]
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• Tour de force!
• New tools and new 

insights into QFT needed
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ATLAS+CMS Preliminary Sept 2019

* Preliminary

)-1 8.8 fb£Tevatron combined 1.96 TeV (L 
)-1CMS dilepton,l+jets 5.02 TeV (L = 27.4 pb

)-1 7 TeV (L = 4.6 fbµATLAS e
)-1 7 TeV (L = 5 fbµCMS e

)-1 8 TeV (L = 20.2 fbµATLAS e
)-1 8 TeV (L = 19.7 fbµCMS e

)-1 8 TeV (L = 5.3-20.3 fbµLHC combined e
)-1* 13 TeV (L = 36.1 fbµATLAS e

)-1 13 TeV (L = 35.9 fbµCMS e
)-1* 13 TeV (L = 35.9 fbµ+e/tCMS 
)-1ATLAS l+jets* 13 TeV (L = 139 fb

)-1CMS l+jets 13 TeV (L = 2.2 fb
)-1CMS all-jets* 13 TeV (L = 2.53 fb
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Top quark spin correlation at NNLO
◦ Spin information of tops carried by 

leptons

◦ Fiducial results in good agreement 
with experiment
◦ At NNLO consistent theory results
◦ Can expand consistently in as (red 

curves)
◦ Blue curves are full result
◦ Tension in comparison of data with 

inclusive measurements
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[Czakon, Mitov, Poncelet, ‘20]

0.94

0.96

0.98

1.00

1.02

1.04

1.06

N
L
O

(e
x.

)/
N

L
O

LHC 13 TeV mt = 172.5 GeV

Scale: HT/4 PDF: NNPDF31nnlo

Inclusive, normalized

NLO

NLO expanded

ATLAS

0.0 0.2 0.4 0.6 0.8 1.0

��(`¯̀)/⇡

0.94

0.96

0.98

1.00

1.02

1.04

1.06

N
N

L
O

(e
x.

)/
N

L
O

LHC 13 TeV mt = 172.5 GeV

Scale: HT/4 PDF: NNPDF31nnlo

Inclusive, normalized

NNLO

NNLO expanded

ATLAS

NLO

NNLO

pp ! tt ! bbl+l�⌫⌫X

<latexit sha1_base64="A/Ce6CKQpGJzZTbkHF4uRhc4dFk=">AAACPHicbVBNSwMxFMz6WetX1aOXYBEEsexKRY+CF48VrRa625JN0zaYTZbkrVKW/WFe/BHePHnxoIhXz2ZrD2t1IDCZee8lb8JYcAOu++zMzM7NLyyWlsrLK6tr65WNzWujEk1ZkyqhdCskhgkuWRM4CNaKNSNRKNhNeHuW+zd3TBuu5BWMYhZEZCB5n1MCVupWLuPY13wwBKK1useAU1/Z+nwchqxohUUrzERnX3QOsC+Tom 6vWatbqbo1dwz8l3gTUkUTNLqVJ7+naBIxCVQQY9qeG0OQEg2cCpaV/cSwmNBbMmBtSyWJmAnS8fIZ3rVKD/eVtkcCHqvFjpRExoyi0FZGBIZm2svF/7x2Av2TIOUyToBJ+vNQPxEYFM6TxD2uGQUxsoRQze1fMR0STSjYvMs2BG965b/k+rDm1WtHF/Xq6ckkjhLaRjtoD3noGJ2ic9RATUTRA3pBb+jdeXRenQ/n86d0xpn0bKFfcL6+AR+Tr8c=</latexit>



Top quark lepton observables at NNLO
◦ Impressive agreement with data; significantly reduced scale dependence at 

NNLO
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https://arxiv.org/pdf/2008.11133.pdf
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Top mass sensitivity @NNLO
◦ Sensitive to DMt~ 1 GeV
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2008.11133

https://arxiv.org/pdf/2008.11133.pdf


Top quark lepton observables at NNLO
◦ Reanalysis of CMS fiducial analysis 

with n momentum included in jets
◦ Excellent agreement
◦ Black is reanalyzed data
◦ Grey is original analysis
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Note sensitivity to DMt shift of 1 GeV
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Differential distributions at NNLO
◦ Continuing question:  Are we measuring pole mass or         mass?
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[Catani]
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• Scheme dependence 
reduced at NNLO
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Differential distributions at NNLO
◦ Difference between using pole mass or         mass reduced at NNLO
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• Threshold uncertaintiesPoleMS
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Top mass extraction beyond NNLO
◦ Even including NNLO, NNLL’ (soft gluon resummation), QCD x EW,  there is 

theory/experimental discrepancy at low Mtt (which is region most sensitive to Mt)

S. Dawson 15
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Improve by including Coulomb 
corrections ➙ resum to all orders in as 
using effective field theory techniques

[Yang]



Top mass extraction
◦ Include next-to-leading power 

resummation of Coulomb corrections 
and combine with NNLO calculations

S. Dawson
[Yang]
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production
◦ is window for new physics, anomalous top couplings, important 

background for multi-lepton signatures, background to 
◦ ATLAS and CMS see excess over SM NLO+NNLL theory

S. Dawson 17

[Bevilacqua]

Theory improvements 
highly motivated!

1812.08622

ttW
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Theory progress in 
◦ NLO QCD complete off-shell (resonant and non-resonant diagrams, interferences, finite 

width)  for 3 lepton channel

◦ 2 independent calculations at 13 TeV

S. Dawson 18

[Bevilacqua]

pp ! e+⌫eµ
�⌫µ⌧

+⌫⌧ bb
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Off-shell effects increase up 
to 30-50% in tails, well 
above scale uncertainties

2005.09427
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Theory progress in 
◦ NLO corrections to off-shell 

◦ Large K factors when tt recoils against W + light 
jet at NLO

◦ Both calculations find that integrated cross 
section shows excellent agreement with 
double pole approximation

S. Dawson 19

[Pelliccioli]

pp ! e+⌫eµ
�⌫µ⌧

+⌫⌧ bb
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Theory progress in      productiontt�
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• at NLO including off-shell effects, resonant and non-resonant interactions, 
interferences pp ! e+⌫eµ

�⌫µbb�
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[Worek]

Theory uncertainties 
reduced significantly by 
use of dynamical scale
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• NLO correction up to -43%
• Theory uncertainties up to ± 56%

• NLO correction up to +8%
• Theory uncertainties up to ± 7%

1803.09916

https://arxiv.org/pdf/1803.09916.pdf


Improving precision with 
◦ Can improve precision by taking NLO ratios
◦ Fiducial integrated sttg with dynamical scale theory error of ± 6%
◦ Fiducial differential dsttg/dX theory error ± 10-30%

◦ sttg /stt ±(1-3)% theory uncertainty
◦ Differential cross section ratios give theory uncertainties of ±(1-6)%

S. Dawson 21

[Worek]
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Connecting theory and experiment
◦ Progress in including NLO effects in generators
◦ bb4l generator in POWHEG box describes top pair production and decay 

including full offshell and non-resonant contributions exactly at NLO  (Wt and  
combined straightforwardly)

S. Dawson 22

[Ferrario-Ravasio]

New generators include QCD 
corrections also in decays with 
resonance aware subtractions that 
preserve virtuality of resonances

Kinematic 
edges well 
described

tt
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Generator progress at NLO
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[Ferrario-Ravasio]

◦ Discrepancy between the        generators  ➜ can be reduced by proper scale 
choice (Buccioni et al]

ttbb
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New techniques with ML
◦ Need for more efficient event generation at HL-LHC
◦ Train generative adversarial networks directly on events to generate more 

statistics and replace fast detector simulations
◦ Significant technical progress on GANs
◦ Example: LHC 
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[Butter]

1907.03764

2D correlations

tt ! 6jets
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Systematic 
undershoot in tails

https://arxiv.org/pdf/1907.03764.pdf


Technical progress with GANs
◦ Progress using GANs for event subtraction

◦ Example:  
◦ Background: 
◦ Signal: 
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[Butter]
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GANs may be useful for subtracting 
dipoles from real emission terms

pp ! e+e�
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4 top production
◦ Large sensitivity to BSM effects

◦ Many possibilities:
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CMS: | Yt

Yt,SM
| < 1.7

<latexit sha1_base64="l4987TFHAg+CcYwxgNxZqEyKfPE="></latexit>

@ 95% CL



4 top production
◦ Sensitive to EFT effects that grow with energy

◦ Motivates high energy colliders
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4 tops in the future
◦ Contact interactions probed at FCC-hh and high energy e+e-

◦ Contribution to        from 4-fermion top operator?
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Top as a window to new physics
◦ Effective field theory connects 

contributions from different types of 
measurements
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[Westhoff]

• Consider 22 operators 
involving top quarks and fit 
to
including NLO QCD  

tt, t, tW, tZ, ttW, ttZ, t decay
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Top as a window to new physics
◦ How to untangle effects of different operators?
◦ 4-quark vs gluon operators using boosted tops

◦ Sensitivity to 4-quark operators grows with energy

◦ Similarly, charge asymmetries sensitive to chiral structure of operators
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[Westhoff]
Precision QCD calculations crucial for subtracting SM background in tails



EFT and the top
◦ Fit to 
production at the LHC, along with               , 

◦ NLO QCD effects included in fit
◦ Effects of inclusion of LEP data apparent in 

improved fit to CHQ
3 (affects        and 

vertices)
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Note 2020 improvement
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New physics and the top
◦ Flavor changing neutral currents in top sector 

can arise in BSM scenarios
◦ Add effective FC top interaction with leptophobic 

scalar 

◦ Example of poorly constrained scenario: 

◦ Can be probed at LHC with 150 fb-1
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* q is light quark

https://arxiv.org/pdf/2005.09594.pdf


◦ b→ B at low energy described by non-perturbative fragmentation function
◦ Many pieces to get fully NNLO description of B meson production from top

◦ Goal:  fully differential MC calculation of one B-hadron + X at NNLO

B meson production in top events
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B meson production in top events
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B production in decay of 
unpolarized top quark at NNLO

[Mitov]

Grey band is 
variation of 
fragmentation 
function

B production in 
production and decay 
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Beyond the usual paradigm
◦ Quantum information and entanglement with top 

quarks

◦ Idea is to detect entanglement at the LHC by 
characterizing spin correlations of     pairs

◦ j is angle between the lepton directions in the     
and    rest frames
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Statistical deviation 
from null hypothesis
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Thanks

◦Thanks to organizers and speakers for such 
an interesting meeting!
◦Apologies for my inadequate coverage of 
the immense number of interesting results 
presented here
◦I predict many more exciting meetings 
about the top quark!
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